
Beyond Buzzwords: 
Intersectionality Theory, 
Framework  & Practice

Part I



Agenda Day 1
● Introduction & Logistics
● Activity 1: What is Intersectionality?
● Activity 2: Identity Maps 
● Origins of Intersectionality 
● Examples of Misuse in Sexuality field
● Practice discussion: Kara Walker’s A Subtlety



A Note on Media

Open Access



Contact & Logistics

Contact Bianca directly at: AnteUpPD@gmail.com

Grievance Policy: www.AnteUpPD.com/grievance-policy

Course Website:

http://www.AnteUpPD.com/intersectionality/intersectionality-2019/

mailto:AnteUpPD@gmail.com
http://www.anteuppd.com/grievance-policy
http://www.anteuppd.com/intersectionality/intersectionality-2019/


Learning Objectives

Participants will examine and engage with intersectionality as 
a theory, framework, and praxis

4 AASECT CEs 
AASECT Human Sexuality Core Knowledge Areas
C: Socio-cultural factors in relation to sexual values and behaviors
H: Health/medical factors that may influence sexuality
N: Learning theory and its application
O. Professional communication and personal reflection skills



Learning Outcomes Session 1

By the end of this session participants will be able to:

● Discuss the origins of intersectionality as a critical 
race theory

● List the ways structural, institutional, and systemic 
bias and oppression impact individuals and 
communities 



Introductions: Who am I & how can I do this?
● Attended PhD program in Women’s Studies 2003
● Studied with leaders in BIWOC thought (i.e. PHC)
● CrISP Scholar at Consortium of Race, Gender & Ethnicity
● Helped create Intersectional Research Database
http://crge.umd.edu/research/intersectional-research-database/



Introductions
Either write in chat box or take yourself off mute. 

Please offer any of the following: 

● Your name
● Pronouns
● what you hope to gain from this course 
● how you hope to implement what you learn



Key Questions to Answer Today

● What are the roots of intersectionality? 
● How has intersectionality evolved? 
● How may I incorporate an intersectional framework and 

practice?



Activity 1a: What is Intersectionality? 

Using the chat box, write your response to this question. You 
may include a list, people, places, etc. 



Trends in responses?
What are trends or patterns that you saw in responses? 
You may write in chat box or unmute yourself 



Activity 1b: What is NOT Intersectionality? 

Using the chat box, write what your response is to this 
question. You may include a list, people, places, etc. 



Trends in responses?
What are trends or patterns that you saw in responses? 
You may write in chat box or unmute yourself. 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ViDtnfQ9FHc


Intersectionality is...
A theoretical model for understanding power and 
oppression 

A framework for guiding our analysis

A practice of examining and shifting power and 
oppression

A practice of building and examining relationships



Activity 2: Identity Maps
Instructions:

● Distribute the Identity Maps worksheet (on website Activity 1)

● Guide participants to write their name in the center of the 
image

● For each ray of light participants write an identity they 
have



Activity 2: Identity Maps discussion 
You may put your responses in the chat box or unmute 
yourself:

Q1: What was your process for this activity? 

Q2: What identities were you surprised you did / not add?

Q3: How is this an example of intersectionality?



Identity Map Activity
Could be useful:

● Entry point into discussing intersectionality without 
using large terms / jargon

● Accessible for young people
● Starts with understanding our own identities 
● Allows understanding all of us have multiple identities
● Begins a deeper understanding of relationships



THAT’S NOT ALL!
The Identity Map activity is just one part of a larger 
process to understanding intersectionality. 



Parts of an Intersectional Analysis
Multiple identities & relationships

Power

Institutions

Systems

Justice



Questions
You may take yourself off mute or use chat box.



Origins of Intersectionality
● Critical Race Theory
● Critical Legal Studies
● Feminist Legal Theory
● Black Feminist Thought
● Black Indigenous Women of Color Thought (BIWOC)



Critical Race Theory
● Theorists: Richard Delgado, Derrick Bell, Patricia 

Williams
● Examines Race, Law, and Power
● White supremacy is maintained and thus impacts laws
● Seeks emancipation via how race power and law 

inform each other



Critical Legal Theory
● Theorists: Roberto Mangabeira Unger (Brazil), Duncan 

Kennedy (Both at Harvard Law)
● Laws have social biases because white supremacy is 

upheld



Feminist Legal Theory
● Theorists: Ann Scales, Martha Fineman
● Examines discrimination and power as used in the law
● Focus on women



Black Feminist Thought: Matrix of Domination
● Theorist: Patricia Hill Collins
● By and for Black women’s standpoint / positionality
● Not only one way to be a Black woman, similarities
● Observations and interpretations by Black women for 

Black women  



BIWOC Feminist Thought
● Theorist: Gloria Anzaldua, Bonnie Thornton Dill, Maxine 

Baca Zinn
● By and for BIWOC standpoint / positionality
● Not only one way to be a BIWOC, similarities

This too was 

intersectionality outside of CLT



Origins: What else was happening in 70s - 80s? 
● Pedagogy of the Oppressed
● Liberation Theology 
● Liberation Psychology (1970s) (Latin America Ignacio 

Martín-Baró) (Philippines Virgilio Enriquez)
● Queer Theory



What do we notice origins of intersectionality?
● Harvard Law and University graduates (systems)
● Academic (institutions)
● Focus on Black women
● Ideas of “justice”
● BIWOC had been doing similar work outside of legal 

studies



Systems
What are systems?

Example of systems?



Examples of Systems
      Reproductive System      Nervous System

ericsphotography / Getty Images Divisions of the Nervous System Credit: Cenveo CC BY 3.0 
US

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/us/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/us/


Examples of Systems



Examples of Systems 



Examples of Systems 

● Systems are created by people
● People have roles in the system
● Systems are flawed because humans are flawed

Intersectionality requires us to understand people's 
identities / relationships and how they impact 
experiences in systems w power



Crenshaw’s Questions 

Crenshaw examined work discrimination cases among 
Black women. Decisions / arguments Crenshaw said 
defendants made were:

1. We hire women we are not sexist
2. We hire Black men we are not racist

Crenshaw argued neither of these cases examined the 
situations with an intersectional lens that would ask “Do 
you hire/promote Black women? 

This is the research often cited when discussing 
intersectionality.



Crenshaw’s Questions 

Crenshaw argued neither of these cases examined the 
situations with an intersectional lens that would ask “Do 
you hire/promote Black women? 

This is the research often cited when discussing 
intersectionality.



Crenshaw’s Questions 

This is the research often cited when discussing 
intersectionality.

Crenshaw then implemented this analysis with domestic 
violence situations as well. 

Primary source in Tier 3 of session I on course website



Questions
You may use the chat box or unmute yourself



Examples of Misuse in Sexuality & Health Field
Three examples are offered and featured 

Part II correction

Major points of issue:

● No discussion of power or systems
● Use of term but not in correct context
● Confusion of what “intersection” means
● Confusion of how to write / discuss multiple identities



Examples of Misuse in Sexuality & Health Field
● Grammar

○ “Intersectionality” is a noun 
○ “Intersectional” is an adjective 
○ “Intersection” is noun (not the same as “intersectionality”)



Misuse in Sexuality Field  Ex.I
ERROR: Freedom School for Intersectional 
Medicine and Health Justice

CORRECTION: Freedom School for Medicine and 
Health Justice

GRAMMAR: they are using “intersectional” 
incorrectly as adj. The noun (medicine) doesn’t 
have an “intersectionality” because it too is a noun

 “Health” and “medicine” are also terms rooted in 
systems of oppression. 

“..leadership opportunity for people committed to 
using an intersectional analysis for healing, 
medicine, and public health …”



Misuse in Sexuality Field Ex.II
ERROR: The Intersectionality of BDSM and Body 
Acceptance: Finding Self-Love Through Kink

CORRECTION: The Intersection of BDSM and Body 
Acceptance: Finding Self-Love Through Kink

The term needed is “intersection” as in when two 
things meet. NOT the misused term 
“intersectionality.” If this were using 
Intersectionality correctly it could read: 
“An Intersectional Approach to understanding 
BDSM and Body Acceptance” and the workshop 
would need to discuss systems of power. There is 
zero note that kink spaces are oppressive ones for 
many BIPOC or PWD who also experience body 
dysphoria. Ignoring these relationships is wrong.



Misuse in Sexuality Field Ex.III
ERROR: This training … will focus on gender and 
its intersectionality with sexual identity and other 
identity variables.

GRAMMAR: They do not know “intersectionality” is 
a noun and are misusing the term

CORRECTION: This training … will focus on gender 
and use an intersectional analysis / approach to 
explore sexual identity. OR This training … will 
focus on gender and how it intersects with sexual 
identity. 

What is “identity variables”? Identities and 
relationships intersect with other aspects of our 
identities, but then what? Where is the connection 
between identities and power and systems? If only 
discussing gender oppression that’s not 
intersectionality.



Misuse in Sexuality Field Ex IV
ERROR: “Intersectionality Between Kink/BDSM and 
Trauma”

GRAMMAR: They do not know “intersectionality” is 
a noun and are misusing the term as verb.

CORRECTION: “Intersection Between Kink/BDSM 
and Trauma”

Again the term needed is “intersection” where 
things meet. Is Kink and Trauma points of 
discussion around power and systems? If not 
there is no intersectional analysis here. If the 
workshop is about how people may heal trauma 
via kink that is NOT an intersectional topic unless 
discussing people’s multiple identities and impact 
of trauma and access to resources and Kink 
spaces as new territory.



Intersectional Path 

Many paths are correct

Let’s practice together! How do you see the following in 
the short film:
● Multiple identities & relationships
● Power
● Institutions
● Systems
● Justice



Practice Intersectional Analysis 
A Subtlety Of the 
Marvelous Sugar 
Baby by Kara 
Walker

Domino Sugar 
Factory, NYC 
Summer 2014

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2sedoeOiB8


Practice Intersectional Analysis 

How do you see the following:

● Multiple identities 
● Relationships
● Power
● Institutions
● Systems
● Justice

A



Practice Intersectional Analysis: Response to Kara Walker’s A Subtlety



Practice Intersectional Analysis 

Let’s discuss this using an 
intersectional lens. People taking 
selfies with Kara Walker’s work 
and sexually touching / assaulting 
the art.



Learning Outcomes Session 1

By the end of this session participants will be able to:

● Discuss the origins of intersectionality as a critical 
race theory

● List the ways structural, institutional, and systemic 
bias and oppression impact individuals and 
communities 



Agenda Day 2
● Intersectionality Critiques & Myths
● Correcting Misuse
● Expanding Intersectionality
● Closing & Evaluation



Contact & Logistics

Contact Bianca directly at: AnteUpPD@gmail.com

Grievance Policy: www.AnteUpPD.com/grievance-policy

Course Website: 
http://www.AnteUpPD.com/intersectionality/intersectionality-2019/ 

mailto:AnteUpPD@gmail.com
http://www.anteuppd.com/grievance-policy
http://www.anteuppd.com/intersectionality/intersectionality-2019/

